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Ongoing project 2004 through to 2008

 

 

 

“Jamila and her sisters………….women

     creating music in the Arab world”
 

The  Project:

Preparation of a pocket book in Arabic and other European languages (in 2007 in Italian) for distribution to immigrant school children resident in Italy, coming from the southern Mediterranean. 

Since the birth of Persian and Arabic music, long after the mesopotamic civilization, Arabian music in all forms, moved across the world from the Phoenicians to the Greeks and throughout  the Ancient Roman Empire and then into central Europe undergoing changes as it moved.
 

Why:

School Children from the Arab speaking world, receiving public education in Europe, must have access to information about their important heritage which applies both to music, musicians and musical instruments.   Children educated in Europe will necessarily have information and access to a European (Italian/French/German/Greek/Slovenian etc) cultural and musical patrimony,  however European public school education does not generally underline, present or even inform that in the field of music, the Arab Modal Tradition outdates the European Musical tradition by over a millenium. As a Foundation we wish to give credit and visibility to women making music, and rather than wait for European States to do so, we have already begun in Italy with books about our own history.

 

Now we move on to let the immigrant children know about their own heritage and how this links to the music of their new country.    First Project – for Arab speaking immigrant children.  Second Project – for Spanish speaking children from South and Centrla America – and so on.

 

Form of book:  it will be written in two languages. Arabic and the language of residency.  This will encourage parents to gain knowledge of their historic heritage and pass this on to children and grandchildren. Immigrant children will finally receive something in their own language. Distribution will also be made to public libraries and to the immigrants associations in Italy.

 

Preparation of Book: 

This project started in 2004 and is being undertaken with a collaboration between the Fondazione Adkins Chiti: Donne in Musica and with musicologists, educators and musicians (men and women) within the international network of the International Fondazione Adkins Chiti: Donne in Musica, Italy  in countries which have geographical proximity to the Meditteranean – Algeria - Tunisia – Morocco – Egypt - Israel – Palestine – Jordan – Syria - Lebanon  – Italy – Spain – Greece – France - Cyprus – Turkey – Albania – Montenegro and with Cultural Ministries, Ministries for public education, Universities, Cultural Networks, Anna Lind Foundation, Institute Cultural du Monde Arabe in Paris and with three main Regions in Italy:  Tuscanny – Puglie – Lazio.  These latter, through their Councils for Training and Public Education have undertaken the first printing of the book and its distribution.

 

 

Contents: the project researches the artistic contribution made by women musicians in the Mediterranean to music history, and is undertaken with a view to promoting mutual knowledge of mediterranean cultures and to fostering tolerance.    

Already planned: 

· à         Information about music in the  Eastern Mediterranean nations before Achaemenid and tradition of music and music making within the Egyptian, Sumerian, Assyrian and Arabic civilisations.  

· à         The instruments used, women musicians and dancers in this very early civilisation, well known to researchers but not included in music or history courses.   The musical instruments which developed in the countries around the Mediterranean are all inter-linked both historically, in the forms of modal music employed, and in the shape and size of the instrument.   
· à         Local knowledge:  The Romans brought back music from the Middle East and the Southern Mediterranean countries even before the birth of Christianity and Islam.   They set up music schools under the Roman Baths and employed women musicians from Asia Minor and then from Greece, Egypt.  Monographs of notable women musician-composers – from Jamila onwards.

 

Timetable:

2004 2004               Planning of Project and first meetings with musicologists 

Educators and Immigrant Nationals committees in Italy

2005 2005               Choice of musicologists

2006 2006               Symposiums and meetings in Bari,  Roma and 

Barcellona

Meetings with representatives of immigrants committees

Choice of definitive materials for School Book

2007 2007               Preparation of text for School Book

Meetings with Arab language educators in Italy

Translations, choice of illustrations and printing of School Book in Arabic and Italian

Dissemination and distribution to schools, libraries and immigrants associations

2008 2008               Closure of first phase of project

 

 

Phase Two:                  Enlargement of School Project to envisage (a) printing of 




      Books in collaboration with other countries and (b) 




      Preparation of a Musical Dictionary/Lexicon applied to 




      Women Musicians of the Arab Tradition
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