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The aim of the project is to stimulate exchange between different music traditions present in today’s multicultural Europe. The main focus is on the integration of musical traditions of immigrants and cultural minorities in Europe with those already existing throughout the Union. 

The following objectives shall be pursued:

Cultural dialogue between different musical traditions present in Europe today should be increased and enhanced. Cooperation between these traditions representing various cultures and minorities and between creators and musicians working in and representing different musical genres will be encouraged. Special attention will be given to “cross fertilization” within musical genres. Innovative compositions and unusual applications of old traditions with a special focus on integrating the use of multimedia will be stimulated.

European cultural identity will be increased by actively involving the general public in the project through the use of a number of practical activities including the identification and preparation of specific educational tools.  One region in Europe, considered highly active in the field of traditional music could serve as a model for other regions where local and regional traditions are less well known and should stimulate an increase of awareness. 

The project “Extra! – Exchange traditions” intends to identify the music traditions that form a part of the day-to-day life of European citizens and of the minority cultures present and that are constantly influenced from outside Europe. Influences from traditions of other parts of the world are part of the study. 

Practical Activities foreseen within EXTra! Exchange Traditions include the research and publication of a collection of essays from musicologists, ethnomusicologists and sociologists underlining the unifying musical factors between peoples in Europe today which may be obtained through teaching, practice, promotion and exchange.

Immigrants bring their own musical traditions to Europe; these should be identified, disseminated and protected in the same way as those autochthonous to Europe’s national, regional and provincial communities.

The outcomes of the project is to obtain a high level of awareness and visibility in Europe and beyond using the international network of the European Music Council (International Music Council) and through the networks of the project partners, making full use of new communication technologies.
Activities to achieve the above mentioned objectives
Three important musical events are planned in Rome, “ControCanto – Musica senza Frontiere” by the Fondazione Adkins Chiti: Donne in Musica   Each event, in a major Public Theatre, will present the musical traditions created and transmitted by the women of an ethnic immigrant or minority group resident in Italy or elsewhere in Europe. The evening concert will be preceded by a Seminar presenting the traditions; musicians, creators and instruments used, and will underline the importance of the music in the life of each particular community.  The event will favour ongoing dialogue between the members of the chosen immigrant community, their artists, creators and teachers and resident and visiting European artists, creators, teachers, music students and professional musicians.  At the same time members of the other immigrant and minority communities in Italy will be invited to participate thereby encouraging dialogue and exchange amongst themselves as well as with their European hosts and neighbours.  Added value is the presence and participation of many public and private organisations working to build bridges between cultures, legislators, and institutional representatives.
